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lage, established at Detroit, of savages who were called “Neu-
tral Hurons,” because they did not embrace the interests of
their allies, but maintained an attitude of neutrality. The
Irroquois, however, compelled these people to abandon Detroit
and settle in the Irroquois country. Thus they augmented their
own strength, not only by the many children whom they took
captive, but by the great number of Neutral Hurons whom they
carried to their own country; and it was at that time that they
made so many raids against the Algonkins that the latter were
compelled to seek shelter among the French colonists. The
Nipissings made a stand in their villages during a few years;
but they were finally obliged to flee far northward to Alimibe-
gon [Nepigon] ; and the savages who had been neighbors to the
Hurons fled, with those along the Outaoua River, to Three
Rivers.

The Irroquois, elated by the advantage which they had gained
over their enemies in thus compelling them to take flight, and
finding no other bones to gnaw, made several attacks upon the
Algonkins and even upon the French, taking several captives
who were afterward restored. These hostilities were succeeded
by more than one treaty of peace, which proved to be of short
duration. The early relations of these events describe them
quite fully ; accordingly I do not expatiate upon them here, but
limit myself to an account of only such things as they have
omitted, and which I have learned from the lips of the old men
among the Outaoua tribes.

The following year [1653 ?], the Irroquois sent another expe-
dition, which counted 800 men, to attack the Outaouas; but
those tribes, feeling sure that the enemy had ascertained the
place where they had established themselves, and would cer-
tainly make another attack against them, had taken the pre-
caution to send out one of their scouting parties, who went as far
as the former country of the Hurons, from which they had been
driven. These men descried the Irroquois party who were
marching against them, and hastened back to carry the news of
this incursion to their own people. Those tribes, who were
dwelling on Huron Island, immediately abandoned that place



